
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
IN SUPREME COURT 

ORDER PROMULGATING AMENDMENTS 
TO THE RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

NOV 172008 

The Suprerile Court Advisory Co~ii~nittee on Rules of Cri~iiinal Procedure filed a 

report on Ar~grlst 20, 2008. ~ecommending a~iiendn~ents to tlie R ~ ~ l e s  of Criminal 

P~..oceclnre to arrthorize electronic tiling for charging documents to allow i~iiple~iientatio~~ 

of a joint eC1iargingIe-tili~ig pilot project of the Minnesota .lustice Inibrmation Services 

(MN.IIS. llia CriMNet) and tlie Mi~i~iesota ludicial Branch. The purl~ose of the project is 

to allow law enfo~cement and prosecution offices to electro~iically prepare and transmit 

cliar_eing cloculiients to tlie courts. The Suprelile Cot~rt  reviewed tlie prol~osecl 

amenclments and subliiitted co~i~ments,  and is fr~lly advised in the premises. 

NOW. TI-IEREFORE. IT IS I-IEIIEBY ORDERED: 

I .  The attacliecl aniendments to the Minnesota Rules of Criminal Procedure are 

prescribed and promulgated as a temporary rule effective in the following 

counties for participants in the eCliarging1e-filing pilot project: Carver, 

Kancliyohi. Ol~nstecl, and St. L.ouis. 

3 'fhe temporary rule is elfct ive Decelnber 1. 2008. and shall be in effect for 

two years tlierealier. ru~iless ab~.ogated earlier by tliis courl. 



3 At least 10 days prior to commencement of the eCharging1e-tiling pilot project, 

MNlIS shall file a notice with this court identifying the start date of the pilot 

project. 

4. During the iirst 30 days of the eChargi~igIe-filing pilot prqject, the participants 

I T ~ L I S ~  follow a parallel paper process and file liarcl-copy complaints as required 

under Minn. R. Crim. P. 33.04, notwitlista~lding the provisions in temporary 

l i ~ ~ l e  1.06, subd. 5. 

5. Within six months aner the start date of the eChargi11gle-filing pilot lxo,ject, 

MN.IIS shall lile a report with the Co~lrt addressing: 

(a) an assessment of the f~mctionality of the technology ~ ~ s e d  in the pilot 

11r0,iect: 

(17) an analysis of the sig~iature standard as pro~nulgated in te~iiporary Rule 

1.06. subd. 3(b) : and 

(c) a general report of the successes achieved and any barriers encountered 

during the six-nionth period. 

G The inclusion ol' Advisory Committee comments is made for convenience a~ id  

cloes not reflect court app~oval ofthe comments. 

DATED: ~ o v e ~ n b e r  n. 2008 
BY TI-IE COURT: 



AMENDMENTS TO THE 
IiULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

No/e Tlir oog/iozr/ tliese o~iie~idrneri/s, irriless otheri~lise rrirlicnted, deletroris are rrirltcated 
hl, rr lrrie tlr.n~c~ri / i i ~ ~ o ~ ~ g l i  /lie i t~or~fs ,  arid nctdrtroris are zaiderliried 

1. Rule 1. SCOPE, APPLICATION, GENERAL PURPOSE, AND 
CONSTRUCTION 

Insert new Rule 1.06 as follows: 

Role 1.06. Use of Electronic Filing for Cllarging Docun~ents 

Subdivision 1 .  Definitions. 

(a) C1iar:girig Doczrriieri/. A "chargine clocument" is a comulaint. 
indictment. citation. or tab chalge. 

(b) E-filifig. "E-iiling" is the electronic tmnsinission of the cllal-ging 
document to the court adillii~ist~ator. 

Subd. 2. Antl~orization. E-iiling ]nay be used to lile with the court 
aclministrator in a cri lni~~al case an\/ char~il lo document excel3t an indictment. 

Subtl. 3.  Signattires. 

(a) Hoi'v hfade. All sigllat~lres requirecl under these rules i~ l~ i s t  be 
aflised electronically if the charging document is e-lilecl. 

(b )  Si~ria/zrr.e S/nriclnr-cl. Each signature affixed electronicallv must 
coinelv with the electronic sigilat~lre staildarcl approved bv the State Court 
Aclministrator. except that eleclronic signatures afiised bv law enforcement 
oflicers serving as the coml~lainant ITILIS~ be authenticated usiilg bioilletric 
identilication. 

(c) Effec/ o f  Elec/roriic Si,~ria/~o'e. A urinteci copy of a chareing 
document showine that an electronic sigilature was prouerly affixed under 
paragraph (b) l~rior to the r~rintout is 11rilna facie evidence of the authenticity of the 
electronic signature. 



Subd. 4. Electronic Notarization. I[ the probable cause statelncllt in an 
e-liled cornplaint is 111ade ~ ~ n d e r  oath before a notary public. it 111ust be 
electronicallv ilotalized in accorda~lce with state law. 

Snbd. 5. Paper Srrbmission. E-filed docu~nellts ale in lieu of 
sub~~lissions. An e-iiled docu~llent should not be trans~llitted to the court 
administrato~ by any othcr nlealls ullless the court requests a printed copy. 

Subd. 6 .  Scope and Effective Date. This is a teml]orarv r~11e effective in 
the followine counties for particil~ants in the eChar~i11ele-liline: uilot ~roiect :  
Carver. ICa~~divohi. Olmsted. and St. Louis. The rule is effective Dece~llber 1. 
2008. and shall be in effect for two years tl~ereafiel: unless abrogated earlie] by 
order of tllis court. 

Insert the following paragrapl~s a t  the end of tlie con~ments  to Rule 1: 

The si,et~a/~/r.es oftI7e folloi.11i17e persot7s r1zzts1 be clffixed electroriicall~~ i.~iheri 
N cot12pl~jti1 is e-filed pz~rsz/nri/ to Rzrle I .  06. In) /l7e cor~zplniric~rit, as reqz/ir.ecl 
zttider Rztle 2.01. sztbd I .  fbj /lie jzldpe, cozlrt adtnir7istrn/or. or rio/nr.v pzlblic 
before i.1~liot17 a cor~iplcrinl is rllade z(u01i ontli, as regzrir-ed z r r i c k r .  Rule 2.01. 
b d  2 (cj the proseczl/or, CIS reqzrired z117der Rzlle 2.02; arid Id) the jztc(~e. 
iticlicn/it~g n ~r~ri/leti fjt7diti.e ofprobable cazrse, CIS required toi&r Rzde 4.03, szrbd. 
4. Tl1er.e ctre c~lrr~er7tli~ 170  sier7attlre r.eqz~iret~ieri/s if7 il7e rzlles for. citntior7s or, tab 
chot:ges. 

It is at7/iciua/ed //in/ i f  a corli~lairit is cori7rl7er7ced elec/r~or~icnlli~, arlii nctor. 
it7 /lie c17airl (ex . .  ~~r.o.~eczt/or 01. izldee) cozlld c17oose 10 pr.ii?/ the cor~7ulairlt nrid 
proceed 611 filit7a a 17ar.d copv. Ifpn.per filirig occzns, Rzrle 1.06, slrbd 3, clnrifies 
//7nt or711 siqrin/ur.es nffired elec/roriicalli~ nrid slloi~t~ri oti [lie 17ard c o l ~ i ~  cotll.plairit 
eve vnlirl so lorw CIS /he sr,qt7n/~1res i.11er.e offixed iri cornpliar7ce i'vitl7 fl7e electr.otiic 
si~r7rt/zoe sfnr~clc~rd irr~cler / J C I ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ ~ C I ~ I ~  (hi. 


